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Connecticut
Delaware
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
New Hampshire
New Jersey
New York
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
Vermont
West Virginia

NORTHEAST

SOUTHEAST

MIDWEST

NORTHWEST

SOUTHWEST

TERRITORIES

Alabama
Arkansas
Florida
Georgia
Kentucky
Louisiana
Mississippi

North Carolina
South Carolina
Tennessee
Virginia

Iowa
Illinois
Indiana
Kansas
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska
North Dakota
Ohio
South Dakota
Wisconsin

Alaska
Hawaii
Idaho

Montana
Oregon
Washington
Wyoming

Arizona
California
Colorado
Nevada
New Mexico
Oklahoma
Texas
Utah

District of Columbia
Guam
U.S. Virgin Islands
Northern Mariana 
Islands
American Samoa
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Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

Unclear

Alabama
The majority of the online learning activity in Alabama is 
provided through Alabama Connecting Classrooms, Educators, 
and Students Statewide (ACCESS), a state sponsored supple-
mental program for blended learning environments.1 “Essen-
tially all the online education activity in Alabama is through 
the state virtual school, ACCESS Distance Learning.”2

Online options are increasing for K-12 students, including local 
online high schools offering online learning options. These op-
tions are not state-run schools, but rather online schools run 
by districts, and the documentation is not clear (at this time) if 
these schools offer fully online options.3 

According to the ACCESS Policy Manual for Teachers, appli-
cants must meet background checks, have classroom ex-
perience in the area being taught, be certified in Alabama, 
highly qualified in the content area being taught, or be highly 
qualified faculty from an accredited institution of higher ed-
ucation.4 Alabama does not currently have an initial teaching 
licensure and/or endorsement in the area of online, blended, 
or digital learning.

Alabama provides teachers with a list of professional develop-
ment options for online instructors, including Moodle Course 
Management System, Developing Online Learning Com-
munities, and Becoming a Competent Online Facilitator.5 In 
addition, Alabama is recognizing the growing need to provide 
professional development to online instructors working with 
students with disabilities. Courses such as Special Students in 
Regular Classrooms: Technology, Teaching Universal Design 
are available to practitioners.6 ACCESS also provides a resource 
page that includes a virtual library, Alex, which is an educa-
tional resource web portal providing video archives of previ-
ous lessons, SAS Curriculum Pathways, and other resources.

1. Alabama Connecting Classrooms, Educators, and Students Statewide. 
http://accessdl.state.al.us/ (Retrieved August 13, 2015).
2. Keeping Pace: Alabama. http://www.kpk12.com/states/alabama/ (Re-
trieved August 13, 2015).
3. Alabama School Connection. http://alabamaschoolconnection.
org/2013/12/02/virtual-schools-in-alabama-yep/ (Retrieved August 13, 
2015).
4. ACCESS Policy Manual for Teachers (July 2012, p.1.).  http://accessdl.
state.al.us/documents/TeacherPolicyManual7-13-12.pdf (Retrieved August 
13, 2015).
5. EDU6611: Becoming an Online Instructor. http://elearning-atim.cc/
Pop/EDU6611pop.htm (Retrieved August 13, 2015).
6. Special Students in Regular Classrooms: Technology, Teaching and Uni-
versal Design Course Syllabus. http://elearning.alsde.edu/EDU4407pop.
htm (Retrieved August 13, 2015). * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

http://accessdl.state.al.us/
http://www.kpk12.com/states/alabama/
http://alabamaschoolconnection.org/2013/12/02/virtual-schools-in-alabama-yep/
http://alabamaschoolconnection.org/2013/12/02/virtual-schools-in-alabama-yep/
http://accessdl.state.al.us/documents/TeacherPolicyManual7-13-12.pdf
http://accessdl.state.al.us/documents/TeacherPolicyManual7-13-12.pdf
http://elearning-atim.cc/Pop/EDU6611pop.htm
http://elearning-atim.cc/Pop/EDU6611pop.htm
http://elearning.alsde.edu/EDU4407pop.htm
http://elearning.alsde.edu/EDU4407pop.htm
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“The State of Alaska Department of Education and Early Devel-
opment (DEED) provides funding and support for the Alaska 
Learning Network (AKLN).”1  AKLN is a state virtual school that 
offers online courses through districts statewide that are vet-
ted with for their alignment with iNACOL (National Standards 
for Online Courses) standards.2 Alaska also has school districts 
that offer fully online options through vendors such as K12 
Inc.3

Alaska does not require initial teacher licensure or endorse-
ment in the area of online, blended, or digital learning for 
online instructors.

Alaska’s Department of Education links to the Alaska State-
wide Mentor Project, which has professional development 
for teachers through a series of online resources. The Mentor 
Project posts videos specifically aimed at supporting teachers’ 
professional development.4 This project does include resourc-
es for teachers working directly with students with disabilities. 
However, the mentor project does not provide professional 
development  for teachers in the area of online, blended, or 
digital learning.

1. Alaska’s Learning Network: History. http://www.aklearn.net/about/his-
tory.html (Retrieved August 25, 2015)
2. Alaska’s Learning Network: Academics. http://www.aklearn.net/aklnaca-
demics/index.html (Retrieved August 25, 2015)
3. Keeping Pace: Alaska http://www.kpk12.com/states/alaska/ (Retrieved 
August 25, 2015)
4. Alaska Statewide Mentor Project Videos. http://videos.alaskamentorproj-
ect.org/index.php?VidCat=SPED (Retrieved August 25, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

AlaskaPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.aklearn.net/about/history.html
http://www.aklearn.net/about/history.html
http://www.aklearn.net/aklnacademics/index.html
http://www.aklearn.net/aklnacademics/index.html
http://www.kpk12.com/states/alaska/
http://videos.alaskamentorproject.org/index.php?VidCat=SPED
http://videos.alaskamentorproject.org/index.php?VidCat=SPED
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Arizona
Arizona has many fully online options and supplemental 
programs.1 The Arizona Department of Education website 
supports online instruction by providing a centralized location 
for K-12 online programs and course offerings.2 

Arizona does not have an initial teacher licensure or endorse-
ment in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

Arizona has made digital learning a priority for professional 
development topics for the state’s teachers. Some of the past 
training topics included:  

• Digital Tools for Digital Learners Webinar Series: Going 
Interactive with Thinglink  

• Productivity Tools Webinar Series: Digital Classroom Col-
laboration with Lino Collaborate 

• Chrome Extensions for Struggling Students  
• Productivity Tools in the Classroom Series: Evernote part 13

COLSD reviewers were unable to determine if Arizona profes-
sional development included topics on digital learning and 
students with disabilities.

1. Keeping Pace: Arizona. http://www.kpk12.com/states/arizona/ (Re-
trieved August 3, 2015)
2. Arizona Department of Education: Arizona Online Instruction. http://
www.azed.gov/innovativelearning/azonlineinstruction/ (Retrieved August 
3, 2015)
3. SIT Archived Webinars. https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1o-
qe9wjXirHqfvjqZ8ybTTYQQf4ugmnzr_BCMLI7rr3s/edit#gid=0 (Re-
trieved August 3, 2015) (needs additional resources) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.kpk12.com/states/arizona/
http://www.kpk12.com/states/arizona/
http://www.azed.gov/innovativelearning/azonlineinstruction/
http://www.azed.gov/innovativelearning/azonlineinstruction/
http://www.azed.gov/innovativelearning/azonlineinstruction/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oqe9wjXirHqfvjqZ8ybTTYQQf4ugmnzr_BCMLI7rr3s/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oqe9wjXirHqfvjqZ8ybTTYQQf4ugmnzr_BCMLI7rr3s/edit
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oqe9wjXirHqfvjqZ8ybTTYQQf4ugmnzr_BCMLI7rr3s/edit
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Arkansas
Arkansas offers fully online school options through the Ar-
kansas Virtual Academy, which operates as a charter school. 
The program is provided by K12 Inc.1 Arkansas’s state-spon-
sored school, Virtual Arkansas, is not a fully online school but 
supplements the public school districts with online course 
options. This partnership between Virtual Arkansas and the 
local education agency (LEA) preserves the district’s ability to 
issue credits and diplomas to students.  

After a review of Arkansas Department of Education Teacher 
Competencies and Arkansas Department of Education Addi-
tional Licensure Plans, COLSD reviewers did not find an initial 
teacher licensure and/or endorsement in the area of online, 
blended, or digital learning.

The Internet Delivered Education for Arkansas Schools site 
has a professional development course catalog that is under 
construction and may include courses on facilitation in online 
settings.2 COLSD reviewers were able to find a few profession-
al development offerings through Virtual Arkansas for new 
course facilitators.

1. K12. http://my.info.k12.com/Q214_All.html?st=ar&vendor=ef&lead-
source=sem&product=ARVA&utm_medium=sem&utm_cam-
paign=AR%3A+Arkansas+Local+-+Brand&utm_term=&ad_group=Ar-
kansas+Virtual+Academy&lead_source_detail=Microsoft+Bing+Ads&key-
word_match=&ef_id=VdsjsQAABT9Tw2Op:20150905212141:s 
(Retrieved July 27, 2015)
2. IDEAS: Internet Delivered Education for Arkansas Schools. http://ideas.
aetn.org/ (Retrieved July 27, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://my.info.k12.com/Q214_All.html?st=ar&vendor=ef&leadsource=sem&product=ARVA&utm_medium=sem&utm_campaign=AR%3A+Arkansas+Local+-+Brand&utm_term=&ad_group=Arkansas+Virtual+Academy&lead_source_detail=Microsoft+Bing+Ads&keyword_match=&ef_id=VdsjsQAABT9Tw2Op:20150905212141:s
http://my.info.k12.com/Q214_All.html?st=ar&vendor=ef&leadsource=sem&product=ARVA&utm_medium=sem&utm_campaign=AR%3A+Arkansas+Local+-+Brand&utm_term=&ad_group=Arkansas+Virtual+Academy&lead_source_detail=Microsoft+Bing+Ads&keyword_match=&ef_id=VdsjsQAABT9Tw2Op:20150905212141:s
http://my.info.k12.com/Q214_All.html?st=ar&vendor=ef&leadsource=sem&product=ARVA&utm_medium=sem&utm_campaign=AR%3A+Arkansas+Local+-+Brand&utm_term=&ad_group=Arkansas+Virtual+Academy&lead_source_detail=Microsoft+Bing+Ads&keyword_match=&ef_id=VdsjsQAABT9Tw2Op:20150905212141:s
http://my.info.k12.com/Q214_All.html?st=ar&vendor=ef&leadsource=sem&product=ARVA&utm_medium=sem&utm_campaign=AR%3A+Arkansas+Local+-+Brand&utm_term=&ad_group=Arkansas+Virtual+Academy&lead_source_detail=Microsoft+Bing+Ads&keyword_match=&ef_id=VdsjsQAABT9Tw2Op:20150905212141:s
http://my.info.k12.com/Q214_All.html?st=ar&vendor=ef&leadsource=sem&product=ARVA&utm_medium=sem&utm_campaign=AR%3A+Arkansas+Local+-+Brand&utm_term=&ad_group=Arkansas+Virtual+Academy&lead_source_detail=Microsoft+Bing+Ads&keyword_match=&ef_id=VdsjsQAABT9Tw2Op:20150905212141:s
http://ideas.aetn.org/
http://ideas.aetn.org/
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California
There are fully online programs available in California, but 
there are no state administered virtual schools.1 Students 
may still access online courses, but they are provided through 
school districts or district partners.2 

California does not require teacher licensure for online, digital, 
or blended learning environments.3

The California Department of Education does offer various 
types of professional development through the CCSS Pro-
fessional Learning Modules for Educators,4 and there are few 
available resources that mention online, blended, or digital 
learning environments, such as “CUE Video Collection” and 
“Math Star.”5 The few resources that do mention online, blend-
ed, or digital learning environments do not mention students 
with disabilities. 6

1. California Virtual Academies powered by K12 http://cava.k12.com/ 
(Retrieved June 24, 2015)
2. Keeping Pace page 81 “California does not have a state virtual school 
and students have access to supplemental online courses only if those courses 
are offered by their district or a district partner.” http://www.kpk12.com/
wp-content/uploads/EEG_KP2014-fnl-lr.pdf (Retrieved June 24, 2015)
3. California Department of Education Credential Requirements http://
www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/requirements.html (Retrieved June 24, 2015)
4. CCSS Professional Learning Modules for Educators http://www.cde.
ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp (Retrieved June 24, 2015)
5. Digital Chalkboard “CUE Video Collection” and “Math Star” https://
www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/ContentBrowser 
(Retrieved June 24, 2015)
6. Digital Chalkboard https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/
Content/ (Retrieved June 24, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No With 
Evidence

http://cava.k12.com/
http://www.kpk12.com/wp-content/uploads/EEG_KP2014-fnl-lr.pdf
http://www.kpk12.com/wp-content/uploads/EEG_KP2014-fnl-lr.pdf
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/requirements.html
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/credentials/requirements.html
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ccssplm.asp
https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/ContentBrowser?matchedOnly=false&ownernameuser=&windowstate=normal&excludeRelated=true&mode=view&process=passthru&owneruid=0&search=technology&sharenamegroup=&ownergid=0&ownernamegroup=&action=e&action=2&sharegid=0&ownertype=any&filter=
https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/ContentBrowser?matchedOnly=false&ownernameuser=&windowstate=normal&excludeRelated=true&mode=view&process=passthru&owneruid=0&search=technology&sharenamegroup=&ownergid=0&ownernamegroup=&action=e&action=2&sharegid=0&ownertype=any&filter=
https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/ContentBrowser?matchedOnly=false&ownernameuser=&windowstate=normal&excludeRelated=true&mode=view&process=passthru&owneruid=0&sharenamegroup=&search=online&ownergid=0&action=e&action=2&ownernamegroup=&sharegid=0&ownertype=any&filter=
https://www.mydigitalchalkboard.org/portal/default/Content/ContentBrowser?matchedOnly=false&ownernameuser=&windowstate=normal&excludeRelated=true&mode=view&process=passthru&owneruid=0&sharenamegroup=&search=online&ownergid=0&action=e&action=2&ownernamegroup=&sharegid=0&ownertype=any&filter=
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The Colorado Department of Education does not sponsor a 
virtual school, but instead has a list of online schools available 
in Colorado in the form of multi-district online charter schools, 
multi-district online schools, supplemental online programs, 
and single district online schools.1

Colorado does not currently have an initial teacher licensure 
and/or endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital 
learning.

Colorado has an online list of available professional devel-
opment opportunities. The Colorado Office of Blended and 
Online Learning’s Technical Assistance website also provides 
technical assistance and professional development, includ-
ing a webinar series on best practices in online and blended 
learning settings.2 The COLSD staff could not determine if the 
technical assistance and professional development initiatives 
include considerations for students with disabilities.

1. Colorado Department of Education: Online Schools and Programs. http://
www.cde.state.co.us/onlinelearning/schools (Retrieved August 20, 2015)
2. Colorado Department of Education: Technical Assistance. http://www.
cde.state.co.us/onlinelearning/events (Retrieved August 20, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

ColoradoPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear*

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear*

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Unclear*

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.cde.state.co.us/onlinelearning/schools
http://www.cde.state.co.us/onlinelearning/schools
http://www.cde.state.co.us/onlinelearning/events
http://www.cde.state.co.us/onlinelearning/events
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Connecticut does not have a full time public option for stu-
dents. Students are encouraged to pursue  options in Ver-
mont.1 

Connecticut does not have an initial teaching certification or 
endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

The Connecticut State Department of Education website lists 
professional development trainers and contractors, but COLSD 
reviewers were unable to find actual professional develop-
ment materials posted online.2

1. Vermont Virtual Learning Cooperative. http://www.vtvlc.org/students/
out-of-state-students/ (Retrieved August 20, 2015)
2. Connecticut State Department of Education: Professional Develpment 
Providors.  http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2613&q=321398 
(Retrieved August 20, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Connecticut Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.vtvlc.org/students/out-of-state-students/
http://www.vtvlc.org/students/out-of-state-students/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2613&q=321398
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Delaware
Delaware does offer fully online learning options but the state 
does not sponsor an online school.1

Delaware does not currently have an initial teaching licen-
sure or endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital 
learning.

COLSD reviewers were unable to find professional develop-
ment in online, blended, and digital learning for students with 
disabilities posted on the Delaware Department of Education 
website.

1. K12: Delaware. http://www.k12.com/schoolfinder.delaware.html (Re-
trieved September 2, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

No With 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.k12.com/schoolfinder.delaware.html
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Florida
Florida provides provisions for K-12 students seeking online 
learning options. Florida makes full- and part-time online 
learning available through district programs as well as through 
Florida’s state-sponsored entity, the Florida Virtual School 
(FLVS).1

Florida does not currently require FLVS teachers to attain an 
initial teaching certification or endorsement in the area of 
online, blended, or digital learning. ‘‘FLVS is able to consider 
candidates with both professional and temporary Florida 
teaching certificates.’’2 Candidates applying from out-of-state 
must obtain a reciprocal teaching certificate from the Florida 
Department of Education.3

 
FLVS offers professional development course offerings that 
include a “Teaching Online Series.” Courses include: 
   • Teaching in an Online Learning Model
   • Teaching in a Blended Learning Model
   • Advanced Strategies for Online or Blended Instruction
   • Teaching Literacy Strategies in an Online or Blended Learn- 
     ing Model
   • Teaching Strategies in a Digital Environment4

COLSD reviewers found two courses, “Exceptional Student 
Education In A Virtual World” and “Applying Florida’s Plan-
ning and Problem-Solving Process (Using RtI Data) in Virtual 
Settings,”5 that provide online teachers with additional per-
spectives when working with students with disabilities in the 
online learning environment.6

 

1.  Keeping Pace: Florida. http://www.kpk12.com/states/florida/ (Re-
trieved August 13, 2015)
2.  Florida Virtual School: Teaching at FLVS. http://jobs.flvs.net/teaching-
at-flvs (Retrieved August 13, 2015)
3.  Florida Virtual School: Teaching at FLVS. http://jobs.flvs.net/teaching-
at-flvs (Retrieved August 13, 2015)
4.  FLVS Global Professional Development Catalog: 2015. http://www.flvsglobal.net/wp-con-
tent/uploads/FLVS_Global_Professional_Development_Catalog.pdf (Retrieved August 13, 
2015)
5. Applying Florida’s Planning and Problem-Solving Process (Using RtI Data) 
in Virtual Settings. http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7509/url-
t/0085374-mtss-virtual.pdf(Retrieved August 13, 2015)
6.  FLVS Global Professional Development Catalog: 2015. http://www.
flvsglobal.net/wp-content/uploads/FLVS_Global_Professional_Develop-
ment_Catalog.pdf (Retrieved August 13, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes With 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No With 
Evidence

http://www.kpk12.com/states/florida/
http://jobs.flvs.net/teaching-at-flvs
http://jobs.flvs.net/teaching-at-flvs
http://jobs.flvs.net/teaching-at-flvs
http://jobs.flvs.net/teaching-at-flvs
http://www.flvsglobal.net/wp-content/uploads/FLVS_Global_Professional_Development_Catalog.pdf
http://www.flvsglobal.net/wp-content/uploads/FLVS_Global_Professional_Development_Catalog.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7509/urlt/0085374-mtss-virtual.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/7509/urlt/0085374-mtss-virtual.pdf
http://www.flvsglobal.net/wp-content/uploads/FLVS_Global_Professional_Development_Catalog.pdf
http://www.flvsglobal.net/wp-content/uploads/FLVS_Global_Professional_Development_Catalog.pdf
http://www.flvsglobal.net/wp-content/uploads/FLVS_Global_Professional_Development_Catalog.pdf
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Georgia
Georgia has three fully online schools and the Georgia Virtual 
School (GAVS), a program sponsored by the Georgia Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of Technology Services. GAVS offers 
middle school and high school level courses in partnership 
with schools across Georgia.1

Georgia offers a professional online teaching endorsement. 
Although teachers applying to GAVS are not required to hold 
the online teaching endorsement, applicants must complete 
the Effective Online Teaching course to be considered for 
employment.2

GAVS offers professional development opportunities for teach-
ers, including the Badges program. The GAVS Badges program 
provides a means for teachers to track and expand their pro-
fessional learning. The Teaching Online Open Learning (TOOL) 
badge requires teachers to demonstrate a series of skills for 
effective online teaching that includes using digital tools to 
support students with special needs.3

The Georgia Department of Education website provides a list 
of resources for teachers. Resources include ways to integrate 
apps for students with disabilities in the classroom and iPad 
and iPod resources that cater to the needs of students with 
disabilities.4

1. Georgia Virtual School. http://gavirtualschool.org/ (Retrieved August 
13, 2015)
2. Georgia Virtual School: Employment. http://www.gavirtualschool.org/
Educators/Opportunities.aspx (Retrieved August 13, 2015).
3. TOOL: Effective Online Teaching. https://www.openteachertraining.
org/skills/ (Retrieved August 13, 2015)
4. Georgia Department of Education: Spring Meeting Handout http://www.
gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Ser-
vices/Pages/Spring- Leadership-Meeting-2011-Handouts.aspx (Retrieved 
August 13, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes With 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No With 
Evidence

http://gavirtualschool.org/
http://www.gavirtualschool.org/Educators/Opportunities.aspx
http://www.gavirtualschool.org/Educators/Opportunities.aspx
https://www.openteachertraining.org/skills/
https://www.openteachertraining.org/skills/
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Spring
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Spring
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Special-Education-Services/Pages/Spring
http://Leadership-Meeting-2011-Handouts.aspx


98 Equity Matters: Digital & Online Learning for Students with Disabilities  

Hawaii
Hawaii has several full- and part-time options for online 
schools. Hawaii’s state sponsored school, Hawaii Virtual Learn-
ing Network (HVLN), provides a variety of online courses and 
support to expand blended programs, educational resources, 
and consultation to schools.1

Hawaii does not currently offer an initial teacher licensure or 
endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

HVLN provides technology related professional development 
for instructors in interactive whiteboards; VoiceThread; online 
course facilitation, and Microsoft products, (e.g., Excel, Word, 
and Powerpoint).2

COLSD reviewers searched the special education page and the 
HVLN page and were unable to locate professional devel-
opment resources  that are specific to online learning and 
students with disabilities.

1. Hawaii State Department of Education: Virtual Learning Network. http://
www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/EducationInno-
vation/VirtualLearningNetwork/Pages/home.aspx (Retrieved August 3, 
2015)
2. Hawaii Virtual Learning Network: Technology Integration Staff De-
velopment Workshops. http://hawaiivln.k12.hi.us/membership-bene-
fits/44-technology-integration-staff-development-workshops (Retrieved 
August 3, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/EducationInnovation/VirtualLearningNetwork/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/EducationInnovation/VirtualLearningNetwork/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/TeachingAndLearning/EducationInnovation/VirtualLearningNetwork/Pages/home.aspx
http://hawaiivln.k12.hi.us/membership-benefits/44-technology-integration-staff-development-workshops
http://hawaiivln.k12.hi.us/membership-benefits/44-technology-integration-staff-development-workshops
http://hawaiivln.k12.hi.us/membership-benefits/44-technology-integration-staff-development-workshops
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Idaho provides students with online education options1 in-
cluding access to the state virtual school, fully online schools, 
and district programs. Idaho’s state virtual school, Idaho Digital 
Learning Academy (IDLA), partners with local districts.2

Idaho has an Online Teacher Endorsement that requires an 
eight-week online teaching internship and that participants 
study online teaching and learning in order to demonstrate 
knowledge skills as defined in the Idaho Standards for Online 
Teachers.3 COLSD reviewers were unable to find evidence 
confirming that the online teaching endorsement includes 
competencies in online learning and students with disabilities.

The Idaho Digital Learning Academy posts professional devel-
opment options on its website. Topics for blended teachers 
include understanding blended learning models, approaches 
and strategies;  redesigning a course for a blended format; 
introduction to the BrainHoney LMS; and designing and devel-
oping a blended course.4 Additional professional development 
topics include digital citizenship, social networking, designing 
a virtual field trip, mobile devices for learning, and cell phones 
as learning tools.5 COLSD reviewers were not able to locate 
professional development resources  that included digital 
learning and students with disabilities.

1. Keeping Pace: Idaho. http://www.kpk12.com/states/idaho/ (Retrieved 
August 13, 2015)
2. Idaho Digital Learning. http://www.idahodigitallearning.org/AboutUs.
aspx (Retrieved August 13, 2015)
3. Idaho State Board of Education: Online Teacher Endorsement, Pre-K12, 
2010.  https://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/psc/docs/2010/apr%2010%20
attachment%201.pdf (Retrieved August 13, 2015)
4. Idaho Digital Learning: Training. http://www.idahodigitallearning.org/
Educators/BlendedLearning/Training.aspx (Retrived August 13, 2015)
5. Idaho Digital Learning: Training. http://www.idahodigitallearning.org/
Educators/BlendedLearning/Training.aspx (Retrived August 13, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

IdahoPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.kpk12.com/states/idaho/
http://www.idahodigitallearning.org/AboutUs.aspx
http://www.idahodigitallearning.org/AboutUs.aspx
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/psc/docs/2010/apr%2010%20attachment%201.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/psc/docs/2010/apr%2010%20attachment%201.pdf
http://www.idahodigitallearning.org/Educators/BlendedLearning/Training.aspx
http://www.idahodigitallearning.org/Educators/BlendedLearning/Training.aspx
http://www.idahodigitallearning.org/Educators/BlendedLearning/Training.aspx
http://www.idahodigitallearning.org/Educators/BlendedLearning/Training.aspx
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Illinois
Illinois school districts have developed full- and part-time 
online learning programs and the Illinois Department of Edu-
cation sponsors the Illinois Virtual School (IVS), a supplemental 
program for students in grades 5-12.1 

Instructors interested in teaching for IVS must complete the 
online course “Teaching Online 101: Teaching in an Online 
Learning Model”2 before their application for teaching is ac-
cepted. The application process also may include IVS Learning 
Management System or Course System training and System 
Information System training. No special licensure or endorse-
ment is required (at this time) to teach online in Illinois. 

IVS offers professional development opportunities to learn 
more about online learning as well as teaching in the online or 
blended learning environment. IVS does not have professional 
development courses targeted for support of students with 
disabilities. Below is a partial list of courses offered.

•Moving to Mobile Learning
•Creativity in the Mobile Classroom
•Introduction to Online Learning
•Teaching in a Blended Learning Model
•Introduction to Online Learning
•Teaching in a Blended Learning Model
•Teaching Online 101: Teaching in an Online Learning Model
•Teaching Online 102: Advanced Strategies for Online or Blend-
ed Instructors
•Collaboration in the Digital Classroom
•Bringing Mobile Learning into the Classroom
•Designing Blended Learning3

1. K12: All Participating Schools in Illinois. http://www.k12.com/partici-
pating-schools.html?state=illinois (Retrieved August 13, 2015)
2. Illinois Virtual School: Employment. http://www.ilvirtual.org/employ-
ment (Retrieved August 13, 2015)
3. Illinois Virtual School: Professional Development. http://www.ilvirtual.
org/professional-development/online-courses-and-training (August 13, 
2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear*

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.k12.com/participating-schools.html?state=illinois
http://www.k12.com/participating-schools.html?state=illinois
http://www.ilvirtual.org/employment
http://www.ilvirtual.org/employment
http://www.ilvirtual.org/professional-development/online-courses-and-training
http://www.ilvirtual.org/professional-development/online-courses-and-training
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Indiana
Indiana has multiple fully online schools, but there are no state 
sponsored virtual schools.1

Though there are standards for virtual instruction2, there are 
no requirements for teacher licensure or endorsements in the 
areas of online, digital, or blended learning.3

Indiana does offer Virtual Professional Development aimed 
towards special education4, but it is unclear whether there are 
additional trainings for teachers working with students with 
disabilities in online classrooms. Some of the available train-
ings include “Support for Struggling Readers and Writers Blog”5 
and “2015 Summer of eLearning Map.”6

1. Keeping Pace Indiana http://www.kpk12.com/states/indiana/ (Retrieved 
May 26, 2015)
2. Indiana Content Standards for Educators: Virtual Instruction April 2012 
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/licensing/virtual-instruc-
tion-standards-final.pdf (Retrieved May 26, 2015)
3. Indiana Department of Education Licensing and Certification http://www.
doe.in.gov/licensing and http://certificationmap.com/states/indiana-teach-
er-certification/#req (Retrieved May 26, 2015)
4. Indiana Department of Education Virtual Professional Development 
http://www.doe.in.gov/specialed/virtual-professional-development (Re-
trieved May 26, 2015)
5. Support for Struggling Readers and Writers Blog http://indianadld.blog-
spot.com/search/label/special%20education (Retrieved May 26, 2015)
6. 2015 Summer of eLearning Map http://www.doe.in.gov/elearn-
ing/2015-summer-elearning-map  (Retrieved May 26, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.kpk12.com/states/indiana/
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/licensing/virtual-instruction-standards-final.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/licensing/virtual-instruction-standards-final.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/licensing
http://www.doe.in.gov/licensing
http://certificationmap.com/states/indiana-teacher-certification/
http://certificationmap.com/states/indiana-teacher-certification/
http://www.doe.in.gov/specialed/virtual-professional-development
http://indianadld.blogspot.com/search/label/special%20education
http://indianadld.blogspot.com/search/label/special%20education
http://www.doe.in.gov/elearning/2015-summer-elearning-map
http://www.doe.in.gov/elearning/2015-summer-elearning-map
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Iowa
The State of Iowa supports online learning through Iowa 

Learning Online and Iowa Online AP (Advanced Placement) 

Academy. Iowa Learning Online is designed to expand local 

school districts by offering online courses to high school stu-

dents.1 The Iowa Online AP Academy offers advanced place-

ment college course work through Apex, the online learning 

provider.2 In addition to the two state sponsored virtual 

schools, Iowa has at least two fully online schools.3

All courses are taught by qualified teachers. Iowa does not 

currently have initial teacher licensure and/or endorsement in 

the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

Iowa provides ongoing professional learning experiences 

partially through Intel® Teach: 4

Teaching with Technology: Tools 1&2

Teaching with Technology: Tool 3

Assessment in 21st Century Classrooms

Educational Leadership for the 21st Century

COLSD  staff were unable to locate professional development 

and/or technical assistance initiatives in online, blended, or 

digital learning that mention students with disabilities. How-

ever, applications included on the ILO page that can increase 

student access to online instructors and learning coaches 

include Zoom for Videoconferencing and Voicethread.5 

 

1. Iowa Learning Online. http://iowalearningonline.org/ (Retrived August 
14, 2015)
2. University of Iowa College of Education: Belin-Blank Center.      http://
www2.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/Students/ioapa/About.aspx (Re-
trieved August 14, 2015)
3. Iowa Connections Academy.   http://www.connectionsacademy.com/
iowa-online-school/home.aspx, Iowa Virtual Academy. http://iava.k12.
com/ (Retrieved August 14, 2015)
4. Iowa Department of Education: Intel Tech Program. https://www.
educateiowa.gov/pk-12/educator-quality/intel-teach-program (Retrieved 
August 14, 2015)
5. Iowa Learning Online: Resources. http://www.iowalearningonline.org/
resources.cfm#guidance (Retrieved August 14, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Unclear

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://iowalearningonline.org/
http://www2.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/Students/ioapa/About.aspx
http://www2.education.uiowa.edu/belinblank/Students/ioapa/About.aspx
http://www.connectionsacademy.com/iowa-online-school/home.aspx
http://www.connectionsacademy.com/iowa-online-school/home.aspx
http://iava.k12.com/
http://iava.k12.com/
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/educator-quality/intel-teach-program
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/educator-quality/intel-teach-program
http://www.iowalearningonline.org/resources.cfm#guidance
http://www.iowalearningonline.org/resources.cfm#guidance
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Kansas
Kansas does not have a state virtual school, but has an ap-
proval process for the state’s digital programs, many of which 
are fully online.1 Kansas’s virtual education requirements state 
that, “a. Kansas licensed/certified teachers must be employed to 
provide instruction, assistance and support to students. b. Teach-
ers must be licensed/certified in their content area.”2 Currently 
Kansas has no requirements for initial teacher licensure and/or 
endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

Kansas provides practitioners with a unique professional 
development opportunity through the Infinitect project.3 This 
ongoing project provides professional learning in the uses of 
technology in the classroom and has been an ongoing initia-
tive in Kansas for the past ten years. COLSD reviewers were un-
able to locate professional development  for online, blended, 
or digital learning environments that included working with 
the unique needs of students with disabilities.

1. K12: Kansas. http://www.kpk12.com/states/kansas/ (Retrieved August 
13, 2015).
2. Virtual Education Requirements for Kansas (August 2008,p. 2), 
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/TLA/GraduationandSchoolChoice/Virtu-
al/VirtualEducationRequirementsinKansas.pdf (Retrieved August 13, 2015)  
3.  Infinitec. http://www.myinfinitec.org (Retrieved August 13, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

Unclear

http://www.kpk12.com/states/kansas/
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/TLA/GraduationandSchoolChoice/Virtual/VirtualEducationRequirementsinKansas.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/TLA/GraduationandSchoolChoice/Virtual/VirtualEducationRequirementsinKansas.pdf
http://www.myinfinitec.org/
http://www.myinfinitec.org/
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The Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) does not 
operate an online school, but both Barren Academy of Virtual 
and Expanded Learning (BAVEL) and Jefferson County Public 
e-School (JCPSeSchool) are operated by public school districts 
in the Commonwealth  of Kentucky, and KDE provides over-
sight of those districts.

Kentucky does not have an initial teacher licensure and/or 
endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

KDE’s Office of Next Generation Schools and Districts, Division 
of Student Success, offered professional development and 
technical assistance for online, blended, and digital learning in 
more than 28 districts during the 2014-15 school year, as well 
as regional professional development,  according to Ken-
tucky’s response to the COLSD survey. 

However, COLSD reviewers found that KDE’s professional 
development page did not list professional development to 
support online or digital learning skills for teachers.
 
 

 
 

* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Kentucky Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Unclear

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence
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Louisiana offers fully online schools, including online charter 
schools.1 The Louisiana Supplemental Course Academy (SCA) 
offers online high school courses. High school courses sup-
plemented by SCA target “career and technical preparation, 
advanced coursework not available at the home school, dual 
enrollment, and intensive remediation for students struggling 
to stay on pace for graduation.”2 Louisiana does not currently 
have a state sponsored school.

Louisiana also lacks an initial teacher licensure or endorsement 
in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

Tools and professional development resources are available 
for teachers to upgrade their skills in online, blended, or digital 
learning, and ways to work with students with disabilities.3 
Topics such as using free Internet sites to support accommo-
dations and lesson development—as well as using an Apple 
mobile device to support modifying instruction—are includ-
ed.4

1. Keeping Pace: Louisiana. http://www.kpk12.com/states/louisiana/ 
(Retrieved July 27, 2015)
2. Department of Education: Supplemental Course Academy. http://www.
louisianabelieves.com/courses/supplemental-course-academy (Retrieved 
July 27, 2015)
3. Louisiana Department of Education: Online Registration System. http://
www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/CourseByCateg.asp (Retrieved July 27, 
2015)
4. Louisiana Department of Education. http://www.solutionwhere.com/
ldoe/cw/showcourse.asp?1425, http://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/
showcourse.asp?3181  (Retrieved July 27, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

LouisianaPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.kpk12.com/states/louisiana/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/supplemental-course-academy
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/courses/supplemental-course-academy
http://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/CourseByCateg.asp
http://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/CourseByCateg.asp
http://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/showcourse.asp?1425
http://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/showcourse.asp?1425
http://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/showcourse.asp?3181
http://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/showcourse.asp?3181
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Maine
Maine’s two fully online charter schools are the Maine Con-
nections Academy and Maine Virtual Academy.1 The schools 
are managed or delivered with state oversight and are funded 
with state subsidy funds.  A state charter school committee 
oversees the charter schools’ programs. The schools also re-
ceive federal funds and are subject to state monitoring of their 
compliance with IDEA and state regulations. The Maine Online 
Learning Program (MOLP) requires that all online learning pro-
viders are approved by the Maine Department of Education.2

According to Maine’s application for online learning providers, 
teachers must hold valid a teaching certificate in the content 
area that aligns with the online course they will be teaching. 
Teachers must also receive preservice and in-service profes-
sional development that includes topics pertaining to class 
management, technical aspects of online education, monitor-
ing students’ assessment, and other training.3

In addition, the Maine Learning Technology Initiative (MLTI) 
hopes to increase the uses and advantages of technology by 
equipping students with personal learning technology and in-
creasing the amount of professional development available to 
teachers in the areas of online, blended, and digital learning.4 

MLTI has begun to include courses such as Students with 
Special Needs Using MLTI and Universal Design for Learning as 
awareness increases for the need to understand how to better 
serve students with disabilities in the digital learning environ-
ment.5

1.  Maine Connections Academy: About Our Online School in Maine. http://
www.connectionsacademy.com/maine-virtual-school/about (Retrieved 
August 14, 2015)
2.  Department of Education: Maine Online Learning Program. http://www.
maine.gov/education/technology/molp/ (Retrieved August 14, 2015) 
3.  Maine Department of Education: Application for approved status as an 
online learning provider. http://www.maine.gov/education/technology/
molp/application.pdf (Retrieved August 14, 2015)
4.  Maine Learning Technology Initiative. http://maine.gov/mlti/about/
index.shtml (Retrieved August 14, 2015)
5.  Maine Learning Technology Initiative: Supporting Students with 
Special Needs Using MLTI and Universal Design for Learning Workshops. 
http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=MLTIP-
D&id=436653&v=Calendar (Retrieved August 14, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Unclear*

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.connectionsacademy.com/maine-virtual-school/about
http://www.connectionsacademy.com/maine-virtual-school/about
http://www.maine.gov/education/technology/molp/
http://www.maine.gov/education/technology/molp/
http://www.maine.gov/education/technology/molp/application.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/education/technology/molp/application.pdf
http://maine.gov/mlti/about/index.shtml
http://maine.gov/mlti/about/index.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=MLTIPD&id=436653&v=Calendar
http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=MLTIPD&id=436653&v=Calendar
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Maryland law does not permit fully online schools and does 
not sponsor an online program. Maryland instead requires that 
the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) approve 
all online courses in order for students to receive high school 
credit.  “Students may take a course through Maryland Virtual 
School (MVS) only with the permission of the local system and 
the school principal. Credit can only be awarded for MSDE-ap-
proved online courses.”1

Teachers are not currently required to hold any certification or 
endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital learning. 

MDSE does offer professional development options in the area 
of digital learning, including: 

• Learn to Blog
• The Connected Educator: Learning and Leading in the 

Digital Age
• Introduction to Social Media
• Creating a Social Media Presence
• The Edcamp Model
• Digital Learning in the Elementary Classroom2

The documentation was unclear to COLSD reviewers if any 
of the professional development courses on digital learning 
topics included strategies in working with students with dis-
abilities. 

1. Maryland Virtual Learning Opportunities. http://mdk12online.org/ 
(Retrieved August 23, 2015)
2. Maryland Professional Learning: Fall 2015. https://msde.blackboard.
com/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_552_1&-
content_id=_68190_1(Retrieved August 23, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

MarylandPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://mdk12online.org
https://msde.blackboard.com/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_552_1&content_id=_68190_1
https://msde.blackboard.com/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_552_1&content_id=_68190_1
https://msde.blackboard.com/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_552_1&content_id=_68190_1
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The Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Second-
ary Education has an Office of Digital Learning dedicated to 
providing information and resources to stakeholders. The site 
articulates three types of public school arrangements that 
qualify to be Commonwealth of Massachusetts Virtual Schools 
(CMVS). These types of schools include a statewide CMVS 
“that can only be sponsored by an educational collaborative 
or a school district.”1 This type of CMVS must be able to serve 
students across Massachusetts. A CMVS can also be formed 
through a collaborative or multi-district agreement. Students 
served by this type of arrangement must reside in one of the 
member districts.2 A single district can form a CMVS that is al-
lowed only to serve students residing in that district.3 Currently 
two CMVSs are approved and provide fully online options for 
qualifying students.4

Massachusetts’ teacher license types and general requirements 
do not include online, blended, and digital learning. 

The Office of Digital Learning provides digital learning tools 
including PBS LearningMedia, Federal Registry for Educational 
Excellence, and Out of Print: Reimagining the K-12 Textbook 
in the Digital Age.5 In addition, professional learning resources 
are available to support the development of digital literacy in 
the K-12 classroom setting.

COLSD reviewers identified two professional development 
courses that are built to equip teachers with competencies 
needed to work with students with disabilities in the digital 
learning environment:

Assistive Technology and UDL: The Tools that Facilitate Learning
Technology for Students with Visual Impairments and Multiple 
Disabilities6 

1. Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: Office 
of Digial Learning. http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/ (Retrieved August 
14, 2015)
2. Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: 
Office of Digital Learning. http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/ (Retrieved 
August 14, 2015)
3. Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: 
Office of Digital Learning. http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/ (Retrieved 
August 14, 2015)
4. Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: 
Office of Digital Learning FAQ. http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/faq.
html?faq=ParentsStudents (Retrieved August 14, 2015)
5. Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: 
Office of Digital Learning. http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/ (Retrieved 
August 14, 2015)
6. Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: Office 
of Digital Learning: Professional Development. http://www.doe.mass.edu/
pd/offerings.html (Retrived August 14, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Massachusetts Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

Unclear*

http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/faq.html?faq=ParentsStudents
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/faq.html?faq=ParentsStudents
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/pd/offerings.html
http://www.doe.mass.edu/pd/offerings.html
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Michigan
Michigan currently has 10 Public School Academy (PSA) Cyber 
Schools and several other fully online programs at the individ-
ual district level. In addition, the Michigan Virtual School (MVS) 
provides supplemental online course offerings to Michigan 
students. MVS does not attach credit or award diplomas, but 
students do earn a certificate of completion from the local 
school district  in which they are currently enrolled.1

Michigan offers a teaching endorsement in the area of Edu-
cational Technology. This endorsement requires teachers to 
“Successfully complete and reflect upon collaborative online 
learning experiences; demonstrate an understanding of 
and the ability to create an online learning experience and 
demonstrate continued growth in technology operations and 
concepts, including strategies for teaching and learning in an 
online environment.”2 COLSD reviewers were unable to deter-
mine if this endorsement includes the skills needed to work 
with students with disabilities.

Michigan provides professional development listings on the 
MVU website. The listing  includes the inaugural iEducator 21st 
Century Digital Learning Corps that offers “extensive profes-
sional development in online and blended learning, atten-
dance and presentation opportunities at leading edge state 
and national conferences, mentoring by an experienced MVS® 
educator.”3

1. Michigan Virtual School: Getting Started with Online Learning. http://
www.mivhs.org/Getting-Started (Retrireved August 13, 2015)
2. Standards for the Preparation of Teachers: Educational Technology, Ad-
opted by the Michigan Board of Education May, 2008. www.michigan.gov/
documents/mde/EducTech_NP_SBEApprvl.5-13-08.A_236954_7.doc 
(Retrieved August 13, 2015)
3.Michigan Virtual School: First-of-its-kind program prepares new teachers 
for 21st century teaching. http://www.mivhs.org/News/ID/301/First-
of-its-kind-program-prepares-new-teachers-for-21st-century-teaching 
(Retrieved August 13, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence*

http://www.mivhs.org/Getting-Started
http://www.mivhs.org/Getting-Started
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/EducTech_NP_SBEApprvl.5-13-08.A_236954_7.doc
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/EducTech_NP_SBEApprvl.5-13-08.A_236954_7.doc
http://www.mivhs.org/News/ID/301/First-of-its-kind-program-prepares-new-teachers-for-21st-century-teaching
http://www.mivhs.org/News/ID/301/First-of-its-kind-program-prepares-new-teachers-for-21st-century-teaching
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Minnesota offers several fully online education options that 
include charter schools and a number of single- and multi-dis-
trict programs.1 In addition, the Minnesota Learning Commons 
(MnLC), a joint initiative between the Minnesota Department 
of Education and Minnesota State Colleges and Universities, 
provides a centralized portal for online resources, educational 
opportunities, and tools.2

The MnLC features the Open Education Resources project that 
provides resources and rubrics to share for public education.3

Minnesota does not currently have an initial teacher licensure 
or endorsement in online, blended, and digital learning.

The Minnesota Department of Education does provide profes-
sional development in the area of digital learning for students 
with disabilities:

Apps to Support a Successful Transition 
Go-To-Training — iPad Tips, Tricks and Apps Everyone Should 
KnowSM 
Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM) — Are your materials 
accessible? 
Google Chrome as Assistive Technology 
Browser Based Assistive Technology 
EReader Apps 
Accessibility in a Bring Your Own Device Environment 
Jigs and Gadgets: DIY Assistive Technology 
Accessibility tools in Microsoft Word and PowerPoint 
Alternative Access to Mobile Devices 4

1. Minnesota Department of Education: Online Learning Providers. http://
education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/EnrollChoice/Online/OnlineLearn-
ingProviders/004409 (Retrieved August 23, 2015)
2. Minnesota Learning Commons.  https://mnlearningcommons.us/app/
custom/about (Retrieved August 23, 2015)
3. Minnesota Learning Commons: Open Education Resources Project. 
https://mnlearningcommons.us/app/custom/project/Open_Education_
Resources (Retrieved August 23, 2015)
4. Minnesota Department of Education: Special Education Webinars 
2014-2015. http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcSer-
vice=GET_FILE&dDocName=057904&RevisionSelectionMethod=lat-
estReleased&Rendition=primary (Retrieved August 23, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Minnesota Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Unclear

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/EnrollChoice/Online/OnlineLearningProviders/004409
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/EnrollChoice/Online/OnlineLearningProviders/004409
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/StuSuc/EnrollChoice/Online/OnlineLearningProviders/004409
https://mnlearningcommons.us/app/custom/about
https://mnlearningcommons.us/app/custom/about
https://mnlearningcommons.us/app/custom/project/Open_Education_Resources
https://mnlearningcommons.us/app/custom/project/Open_Education_Resources
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=057904&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=057904&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
http://education.state.mn.us/mdeprod/idcplg?IdcService=GET_FILE&dDocName=057904&RevisionSelectionMethod=latestReleased&Rendition=primary
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The Mississippi Virtual Public School (MVPS) is the primary on-
line learning option for Mississippi students.1 MVPS is run by a 
private provider, Connections Academy.2  Some district online 
programs are also available in Mississippi.3

Mississippi does not have an initial teacher licensure or en-
dorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

Mississippi has a professional development calendar post-
ed, but COLSD reviewers were unable to locate resources or 
programs in the area of online, blended, or digital learning for 
students with disabilities.4

1. Mississippi Department of Education: Mississippi Virtual Public School. 
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/PN/VPS (Retrieved August 20, 2015)
2. Mississippi Virtual Public School. http://www.connectionsacademy.com/
mississippi-school/home.aspx (Retrieved August 20, 2015)
3. Keeping Pace: Mississippi. http://www.kpk12.com/states/mississippi/ 
(Retrieved August 20, 2015)
4. Mississippi Department of Education: MDE Calendar. https://distric-
taccess.mde.k12.ms.us/Lists/MDE%20PD%20Calendar/calendar.aspx 
(Retrieved August 20, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

MississippiPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/PN/VPS
http://www.connectionsacademy.com/mississippi-school/home.aspx
http://www.connectionsacademy.com/mississippi-school/home.aspx
http://www.kpk12.com/states/mississippi/
https://districtaccess.mde.k12.ms.us/Lists/MDE%20PD%20Calendar/calendar.aspx
https://districtaccess.mde.k12.ms.us/Lists/MDE%20PD%20Calendar/calendar.aspx
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Missouri
The Missouri Virtual Instruction Program is a state sponsored 
school that offers 150 different online courses.1 Missouri also 
has part- and full-time online options for Missouri students 
through other schools, such as the Missouri Department of 
Education Online MU High School.2

Missouri does not have an initial teacher licensure or endorse-
ment in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

COLSD reviewers were unable to find/locate professional 
development in the area of online, blended, or digital learning 
and students with disabilities.

1. Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education: Guidance 
and Counseling Digest (2014). http://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/
March%20%20Digest.pdf (Retrieved August 23, 2015) 
2. Mizzou K-12 Online: Program Options. http://mizzouk12online.missou-
ri.edu/?page_id=1177 (Retrieved August 23, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/March%20%20Digest.pdf
http://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/March%20%20Digest.pdf
http://mizzouk12online.missouri.edu/?page_id=1177
http://mizzouk12online.missouri.edu/?page_id=1177
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The Montana Digital Academy (MTDA) is a state funded, 
tuition-free statewide program.1 The MTDA is the only online 
program that offers statewide online learning services.2

Montana does not have an initial teacher licensure or endorse-
ment in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

COLSD reviewers were unable to locate professional devel-
opment in the area of online, blended, or digital learning for 
students with disabilities.

1. onlineschools.com: Montana. http://www.onlineschools.com/re-
port-cards/montana-digital-academy (Retrieved August 23, 2015)
2. Keeping Pace: Montana. http://www.kpk12.com/states/montana/ 
(Retrieved August 23, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

MontanaPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://onlineschools.com
http://www.onlineschools.com/report-cards/montana-digital-academy
http://www.onlineschools.com/report-cards/montana-digital-academy
http://www.kpk12.com/states/montana/
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Online schools operate in Nebraska but none are sponsored 
by the state or by a local district, and the documentation is 
unclear whether any offer full time instruction.1 Nebraska 
learners can find online programs such as the University of 
Nebraska High School which operates under the University 
of Nebraska Online Worldwide.2 Currently Nebraska does not 
have initial teacher licensure and/or endorsement in the area 
of online, blended, or digital learning. 

COLSD reviewers were unable to identify professional devel-
opment courses posted online for Nebraska, but a statewide 
initiative called BlendEd is available through the Nebraska 
Department of Education (NDE) and The Educational Service 
Unit Coordinating Council. BlendEd  includes the following 
components:
Learning Object Repository (LOR)
Learning Management System (LMS)
Federated Directory System (single sign-on)
Statewide Professional Development System (PD)
Evaluation Components3

These offerings do not appear to address the instructional 
needs of students with disabilities.

1. Best High Schools Online. http://besthighschoolsonline.com/locations/
usa/nebraska/ (Retrieved August 23, 2015)
2. University of Nebraska High School. http://highschool.nebraska.edu/
About-UNHS/Why-UNHS/University-Based.aspx (Retrieved August 23, 
2015)
3. Nebraska ESU Coordinating Council: What is Blended Learning. http://
www.esucc.org/BLENDED (Retrieved Augsut 23, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Nebraska Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://besthighschoolsonline.com/locations/usa/nebraska/
http://besthighschoolsonline.com/locations/usa/nebraska/
http://highschool.nebraska.edu/About-UNHS/Why-UNHS/University-Based.aspx
http://highschool.nebraska.edu/About-UNHS/Why-UNHS/University-Based.aspx
http://www.esucc.org/BLENDED
http://www.esucc.org/BLENDED
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Nevada
Nevada has many fully online school and several supplemental 
programs. Nevada does not have a state sponsored school.1

Nevada does not have an initial teacher license or endorse-
ment in online, blended, and digital learning.

COLSD reviewers were unable to locate professional develop-
ment on the Nevada Department of Education website.

1. Keeping Pace: Nevada. http://www.kpk12.com/states/nevada/ (Re-
trieved July 27, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.kpk12.com/states/nevada/
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New 
Hampshire

“The only online school currently approved by the New Hamp-
shire Department of Education is Virtual Learning Academy 
(VLACS) in Exeter, NH.”1 VLACS offers full-time online learning 
options that are open to out-of-state as well as in-state stu-
dents.2 

New Hampshire does not require online teachers to obtain ini-
tial teaching certification or endorsement in the area of online, 
blended, or digital information.  

Some professional development options are  posted on the 
New Hampshire Department of Education’s website, but 
COLSD reviewers were  unable to identify professional devel-
opment  or resources to support online, blended, or digital 
learning initiatives, or to support instruction for students with 
disabilities.3

1. New Hampshire Department of Education: Approved Charter Schools. 
www.education.nh.gov/instruction/school_improve/charter/approved.htm 
(Retrieved July 27, 2015)
2. Keeping Pace: New Hampshire. http://www.kpk12.com/states/
new-hampshire/ (Retrieved July 27, 2015)
3. New Hampshire Department of Education: Technical Assistance and 
Professional Development. http://education.nh.gov/instruction/integrat-
ed/technical_assistance_professional_development.htm (Retrieved July 27, 
2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Unclear*

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

Unclear

http://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/school_improve/charter/approved.htm
http://www.kpk12.com/states/new-hampshire/
http://www.kpk12.com/states/new-hampshire/
http://education.nh.gov/instruction/integrated/technical_assistance_professional_development.htm
http://education.nh.gov/instruction/integrated/technical_assistance_professional_development.htm
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New  
Jersey

There are several full- and part-time online schools in New 
Jersey. Newark provides a fully online experience, but students 
are allowed to participate only if they reside within the school 
district boundary.1 New Jersey does not have a state spon-
sored online school.

New Jersey does not have an initial teacher license or endorse-
ment in online, blended, or digital learning.

COLSD reviewers were unable to find any trainings posted on 
the State of New Jersey Department of Education website.2

1. K12: All Participating Schools in New Jersey. http://www.k12.com/par-
ticipating-schools.html?state=new-jersey (Retrieved August 3, 2015)
2. State of New Jersey Department of Education: Special Education. http://
www.state.nj.us/education/specialed/ (Retrieved August 3, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

Unclear

http://www.k12.com/participating-schools.html?state=new-jersey
http://www.k12.com/participating-schools.html?state=new-jersey
http://www.state.nj.us/education/specialed/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/specialed/
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New Mexico
Innovative Digital Education and Learning New Mexico (IDE-
AL-New Mexico) is the state sponsored school offering a plat-
form for online and blended learning options.1 New Mexico 
schools can partner with IDEAL-New Mexico take advantage of 
the statewide learning management system.2

Teachers interested in becoming an eTeacher for IDEAL-New 
Mexico must have three years of teaching experience at the 
secondary level, a content area endorsement, and online 
learning experience.3

Applicants must apply for IDEAL-New Mexico eTeacher train-
ing which includes face-to-face training as well as the comple-
tion of an online course.4

New Mexico does not currently have an initial teaching licen-
sure and/or endorsement in the area of online, blended, or 
digital learning.

COLSD reviewers were unable to locate professional develop-
ment posted online. 

1. Ideal New Mexico http://idealnewmexico.org/  (Retrieved July 27, 2015)
2. Ideal New Mexico http://idealnewmexico.org/ (Retrieved July 27, 2015)
3. Ideal New Mexico: Become an eTeacher http://idealnewmexico.org/
educators/become-an-e-teacher/ (Retrieved July 27, 2015)
4. Ideal New Mexico: Become an eTeacher http://idealnewmexico.org/
educators/become-an-e-teacher/ (Retrieved July 27, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://idealnewmexico.org/
http://idealnewmexico.org/
http://idealnewmexico.org/educators/become-an-e-teacher/
http://idealnewmexico.org/educators/become-an-e-teacher/
http://idealnewmexico.org/educators/become-an-e-teacher/
http://idealnewmexico.org/educators/become-an-e-teacher/
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New York
New York state policy allows students to take online credits, 
but COLSD could not find fully online schools.1 There is not a 
state sponsored virtual school, although NYSED launched a 
statewide virtual learning network in order to support online 
learning.2 

New York does not have requirements for additional teacher 
licensure or endorsements in online, blended, or digital learn-
ing environments.3

There are professional development opportunities available 
through the New York State Department of Education web-
site, but it is unclear if there are resources available for online, 
digital, or blended learning environments or for students with 
disabilities in these settings.4

1. New York State Department of Education Technology http://www.p12.
nysed.gov/technology/Online/online.html
(Retrieved May 14, 2015)
2. Online and Blended Learning in New York State http://www.p12.nysed.
gov/technology/Online/online.html
(Retrieved May 14, 2015)
3. New York State Department of Education Teaching Certification http://
www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/perm.html (Retrieved May 14, 
2015)
4. Engage New York https://www.engageny.org/tle-library (Retrieved May 
14, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.p12.nysed.gov/technology/Online/online.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/technology/Online/online.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/technology/Online/online.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/technology/Online/online.html
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/perm.html
http://www.highered.nysed.gov/tcert/certificate/perm.html
https://www.engageny.org/tle-library
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North 
Carolina

North Carolina Virtual Public School (NCVPS) is the second 
largest state-sponsored online school in the US.1 NCVPS offers 
North Carolina students online course options and a series of 
other services designed to help students move toward post 
secondary goals.2 In addition, two virtual charter schools 
opened in North Carolina for the 2015-2016 school year.

The North Carolina State Board of Education (NC SBOE) 
requires teachers to meet the following criteria to teach at 
NCVPS: 
NC Standard Professional II (SPII) teaching license in specific 
content area 

NCVPS teacher applicants should also be prepared to demon-
strate the following:
Excellent computer skills
Quality interactions with students in online environment
Adhere to regular office hours3

North Carolina currently does not have an initial teacher licen-
sure or endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital 
learning.

COLSD reviewers were able to find several trainings online 
for NC teachers related to digital learning and students with 
disabilities: Lights! Camera! Action!: Using Digital Media to Re-
inforce Social Skills4, Assistive Technology? It’s in Their Pockets!, 
Using Technology to Support Special Education Teachers and 
Students in Math.5 

1. North Carolina Virtual Public School: Getting to Know NCVPS. http://
www.ncvps.org/index.php/getting-to-know-ncvps-2/ (Retrieved August 3, 
2015)
2. North Carolina Virtual Public School.  http://www.ncvps.org/ (Retrieved 
August 3, 2015)
3. North Carolina Virtual Public School: Teach for NCVPS.  http://www.
ncvps.org/index.php/teach-for-ncvps/ (Retrieved August 3, 2015)
4. Public Schools of North Carolina: Using Digital Media to Reinforce Social 
Skills. 
http://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/conferences-profdev/annual-confer-
ence/2014/materials/30.pdf/view (Retrieved August 3, 2015)
5.  North Carolina Public Schools: 64th Conference on Working with 
Exceptional Children. http://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/conferences-profdev/
annual-conference/2014/materials/45.pdf (Retrieved August 3, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Unclear

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Unclear

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

Unclear

http://www.ncvps.org/index.php/getting-to-know-ncvps-2/
http://www.ncvps.org/index.php/getting-to-know-ncvps-2/
http://www.ncvps.org/
http://www.ncvps.org/index.php/teach-for-ncvps/
http://www.ncvps.org/index.php/teach-for-ncvps/
http://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/conferences-profdev/annual-conference/2014/materials/30.pdf/view
http://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/conferences-profdev/annual-conference/2014/materials/30.pdf/view
http://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/conferences-profdev/annual-conference/2014/materials/45.pdf
http://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/conferences-profdev/annual-conference/2014/materials/45.pdf
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The North Dakota Center for Distance Education (NDCDE) is 
a state-sponsored school that provides online education to 
students grades 6-12.1  The NDCDE also provides instructional 
support for online educational settings.

COLSD reviewers were unable to find evidence of an initial 
licensure or endorsement in the area of online, blended, or 
digital learning. However, North Dakota does require online 
teachers’ certification for teachers working for NDCDE.2

The North Dakota Department of Education refers teachers to 
North Dakota State University (NDSU) Distance Education and 
Continuing Education for professional development. There are 
a number of classes for online, blended, and digital learning 
made available through NDSU, but nothing specifically for on-
line, blended, or digital learning and students with disabilities.3 

1. North Dakota Center for Distance Education.http://www.ndcde.org/
Home.aspx  (Retrieved August 27, 2015)
2. Keeping Pace: An Annual Review of Policy and Practice (2014). http://
www.kpk12.com/wp-content/uploads/EEG_KP2014-fnl-lr.pdf (Retrieved 
August 27, 2015)
3. North Dakota State University Distance and Continuing Education: List of 
All Classes. https://www.ndsu.edu/dce/classes/listing/ (Retrieved August 
27, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

North 
DakotaPolicy Questions Results

Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.ndcde.org/Home.aspx
http://www.ndcde.org/Home.aspx
http://www.kpk12.com/wp-content/uploads/EEG_KP2014-fnl-lr.pdf
http://www.kpk12.com/wp-content/uploads/EEG_KP2014-fnl-lr.pdf
https://www.ndsu.edu/dce/classes/listing/
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Ohio
The Ohio Department of Education offers fully online learning 
opportunities through E-Community schools. Parents and 
students can view a list of Ohio online community schools and 
choose from statewide online schools or district-sponsored 
online community schools.1 
 
Ohio also offers access to an e-learning platform called  
ilearnOhio. This statewide platform is funded by the Ohio Gen-
eral Assembly.2  The ilearnOhio e-learning platform includes 
a resource repository, learning management system, training 
and support, and many online course options.3 Ohio currently 
does not require initial teacher licensure and/or endorsement 
in the area of online, blended, or digital learning. In addition 
COLSD reviewers were unable to find professional devel-
opment opportunities posted on the Ohio Department of 
Education website.

1. Ohio Department of Education: E-schools. https://education.ohio.gov/
Topics/Quality-School-Choice/Community-Schools/eSchools (Retrieved 
August 23, 2015)
2. ilearn Ohio. http://ilearnohio.org/about/ (Retrieved August 23, 2015)
3. ilearn Ohio.  http://ilearnohio.org/about/ (Retrieved August 23, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Quality-School-Choice/Community-Schools/eSchools
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Quality-School-Choice/Community-Schools/eSchools
http://ilearnohio.org/about/
http://ilearnohio.org/about/
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Oklahoma has several fully online schools but does not cur-
rently sponsor a state virtual school.1 Students have access to 
supplemental programs during the state’s annual Open Trans-
fer period.2 Oklahoma teachers working in the online learn-
ing environment are not required to hold an initial teacher 
licensure and/or endorsement in the area of online, blended, 
or digital learning. Even though COLSD reviewers were unable 
to find professional development for the digital learning 
environment posted on the state website, the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education clearly states in the following 
statement their commitment to appropriate preparation for 
teachers working in digital learning environments:
“High quality, ongoing, and sustained professional develop-
ment is critical to the successful integration of technology in 
the classroom. In support of this effort, the Instructional Tech-
nology/Telecommunications section actively provides face-to-
face and online learning opportunities.”3

As states move forward in their commitment to consider 
online, blended, and digital learning environments when 
making provisions for  students with disabilities, a need exists 
to address issues such as accessibility to educational materi-
als and accommodations in the new learning environment. 
Oklahoma’s recently revised guide on accessible educational 
materials4 and the the 2014 special education accommoda-
tions guide5 are examples of how  these provisions can be 
articulated and utilized by stakeholders.

1. OnlineSchools.com: Oklahoma. http://www.onlineschools.com/high-
school/oklahoma (Retrieved July 27, 2015)
2. Keeping Pace: Oklahoma. http://www.kpk12.com/states/oklahoma/ 
(Retrieved July 27, 2015)
3. Oklahoma State Department of Education. http://ok.gov/sde/instruc-
tional-technologytelecommunications-professional-development (Retrieved 
July 27, 2015)
4.  Technical Assistance Document Oklahoma Procedures for Providing 
Accessible Educational Materials (AEM)–(Oklahoma State Department of 
Education Special Education Services, 2014). http://www.ok.gov/abletech/
documents/AEM%20TA%20document%203.12.15.pdf (Retreved July 27, 
2015)
5. Oklahoma Special Education Handbook. (Oklahoma State Deptof Edu-
cation, July 2014) http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/
files/Oklahoma%20Special%20Education%20Handbook_0.pdf (Retrived 
July 27, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

OklahomaPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://OnlineSchools.com
http://www.onlineschools.com/high-school/oklahoma
http://www.onlineschools.com/high-school/oklahoma
http://www.kpk12.com/states/oklahoma/
http://ok.gov/sde/instructional-technologytelecommunications-professional-development
http://ok.gov/sde/instructional-technologytelecommunications-professional-development
http://www.ok.gov/abletech/documents/AEM%20TA%20document%203.12.15.pdf
http://www.ok.gov/abletech/documents/AEM%20TA%20document%203.12.15.pdf
http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20Special%20Education%20Handbook_0.pdf
http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/Oklahoma%20Special%20Education%20Handbook_0.pdf
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Oregon
Oregon has several fully online schools at the district level, and 
the Oregon Virtual School District (OVSD).1 The Oregon Virtual 
School District is a program operated through the Oregon 
Department of Education and works with a consortium of 
online education providers to increase access and availability 
to Oregon teachers and students.2

Oregon does not have an initial teacher licensure and/or en-
dorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.3

The OVSD does offer a few professional development trainings 
that include courses such as Cyber safety, What is Moodle?, 
and Using Podcasts and Videos in Lesson Plans.4 COLSD re-
viewers were unable to locate professional development in on-
line, blended, or digital learning and students with disabilities.

1. Keeping Pace: An Annual Review of Policy and Practice (2014). http://
www.kpk12.com/wp-content/uploads/EEG_KP2014-fnl-lr.pdf (Retrieved 
August 14, 2015)
2. Oregon Department of Education: Oregon Virtual School District. http://
orvsd.org/about-orvsd (Retrieved August 14, 2015)
3.  Oregon Department of Education: Oregon Virtual School District http://
orvsd.org/about-orvsd (Retrieved August 14, 2015)
4. Oregon Department of Education http://orvsd.org/explore (Retrieved 
August 14, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.kpk12.com/wp-content/uploads/EEG_KP2014-fnl-lr.pdf
http://www.kpk12.com/wp-content/uploads/EEG_KP2014-fnl-lr.pdf
http://orvsd.org/about-orvsd
http://orvsd.org/about-orvsd
http://orvsd.org/about-orvsd
http://orvsd.org/about-orvsd
http://orvsd.org/explore
http://orvsd.org/explore
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The Pennsylvania Department of Education does not sponsor 
an online school, but currently recognizes 14 cyber charter 
schools across the state.1 Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School 
(PA Cyber) is one example of a charter school that provides 
supplemental online learning for grades K-12 and serves a 
significant number of learners not only in Pennsylvania, but 
also across the nation.2  

Pennsylvania recognizes a professional teaching endorsement 
in online instruction for grades PK-12 that equips teachers 
with digital instructional design skills, computerized assess-
ments training, and teaching strategies working in the online 
environment in alignment with iNACOL standards.3 
    
COLSD reviewers found limited professional development 
opportunities posted on the Pennsylvania Department of 
Education website, and were unable to locate professional 
development linked to digital learning and students with 
disabilities.

  

1. Pennsylvania Department of Education: 2014-2015 Cyber Charter 
Schools. http://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Charter%20
Schools/2014-15%20Cyber%20Charter%20Schools.pdf (Retrieved August 
14, 2015)
2. PACyber: The Pennsylvania Cyber Charter School. http://www.pacyber.
org/ (Retrieved August 14, 2015)
3. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Enterprise Portal. http://www.portal.
state.pa.us/portal/portal/server.pt/document/1421666/the_framework_
for_online_instruction_program_endorsement_guidelines_pdf (Retrived 
August 14, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

PennsylvaniaPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Unclear

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Unclear*

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Unclear*

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Charter%20Schools/2014-15%20Cyber%20Charter%20Schools.pdf
http://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Charter%20Schools/2014-15%20Cyber%20Charter%20Schools.pdf
http://www.pacyber.org/
http://www.pacyber.org/
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/portal/server.pt/document/1421666/the_framework_for_online_instruction_program_endorsement_guidelines_pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/portal/server.pt/document/1421666/the_framework_for_online_instruction_program_endorsement_guidelines_pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/portal/server.pt/document/1421666/the_framework_for_online_instruction_program_endorsement_guidelines_pdf
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Rhode  
Island

Rhode Island does not have a state sponsored school or any 
fully online programs. 

Rhode Island instructors who provide online credit-bearing 
coursework must meet one of the following criteria: “a) K-12 
teachers providing online instruction directly to students 
in an online environment shall be content certified in the 
state from which they are providing the online content; or  b) 
K-12 site-based teachers who are responsible for supervising 
students participating  in credit-bearing online coursework 
that is not provided directly by an online instructor shall have 
appropriate Rhode Island content certification; or  c) Instruc-
tors providing instruction for dual enrollment courses, which 
are identified as credit-bearing courses, shall be appropriately 
qualified from an accredited post secondary institution.”1 

Rhode Island does not have an initial teacher licensure and/or 
endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital learning.

The Rhode Island Digital Consortium provides a number of 
professional development opportunities in the area of digital 
learning, including a Google Summer Institute, URI—Summer 
Institute in Digital Literacy, and Innovation Powered by Tech-
nology conference: Accelerating Personalization.2 

COLSD reviewers were unable to locate professional develop-
ment content specific to the online learning environment and 
students with disabilities.

1. State of Rhode Island Regulations of the Board of Regents Governing 
Virtual Learning Education in Rhode Island 2012.  http://sos.ri.gov/docu-
ments/archives/regdocs/released/pdf/DESE/6874.pdf (Retrieved August 
14, 2015)
2. Rhode Island Department of Education: Rhode Island Digital Consor-
tioum. http://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/EducationPrograms/Vir-
tualLearning/DigitalLearningConsortium.aspx (Retrieved August 14, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://sos.ri.gov/documents/archives/regdocs/released/pdf/DESE/6874.pdf
http://sos.ri.gov/documents/archives/regdocs/released/pdf/DESE/6874.pdf
http://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/EducationPrograms/VirtualLearning/DigitalLearningConsortium.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/EducationPrograms/VirtualLearning/DigitalLearningConsortium.aspx
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South Carolina has several fully online schools as well as the 
South Carolina Virtual School Program (Virtual SC) that is spon-
sored by the South Carolina Department of Education.1 

South Carolina offers an Online Teaching endorsement that 
prepares teachers to teach in an online environment.2 It is one 
of the few states that integrates skills in an online environment 
with students with disabilities. The endorsement credential 
offers an elective course, Enhancing Online Course Design for 
Students with Disabilities, as part of the endorsement.3

The eLearning South Carolina website has several profes-
sional development courses that support teachers in online, 
blended, and digital learning. Some examples of professional 
development topics include: Cell Phones as Learning Tools, 
Collaboration in the Digital Classroom, Facebook for Educators, 
and Finding the Best Educational Resources on the Web.4

It is unclear if any of the digital learning courses include work-
ing with students with disabilities. For example, one course, 
Technology, Teaching, and Universal Design, may  apply to 
students with special needs, but COLSD reviewers were unable 
to find more than one example of this type of professional 
development topic.5

1. Virtual SC. https://virtualsc.org/ (Retrieved August 14, 2015)
2. South Carolina Department of Education. https://ed.sc.gov/agency/
ee/Educator-Services/Licensure/documents/CertManual_Mar2015.pdf 
(Retrieved August 14, 2015)
3. South Carolina Department of Education. https://ed.sc.gov/agency/
ee/Educator-Services/Licensure/documents/CertManual_Mar2015.pdf 
(Retrieved August 14, 2015)
4. South Carolina Department of Education: eLearning South Carolina. 
http://www.elearningscpd.com/portal/?page_id=132 (Retrieved August 
14, 2015)
5. South Carolina Department of Education: eLearning South Carolina. 
http://www.elearningscpd.com/portal/?page_id=132 (Retrieved August 
14, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

South 
CarolinaPolicy Questions Results

Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

https://virtualsc.org/
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/ee/Educator-Services/Licensure/documents/CertManual_Mar2015.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/ee/Educator-Services/Licensure/documents/CertManual_Mar2015.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/ee/Educator-Services/Licensure/documents/CertManual_Mar2015.pdf
https://ed.sc.gov/agency/ee/Educator-Services/Licensure/documents/CertManual_Mar2015.pdf
http://www.elearningscpd.com/portal/?page_id=132
http://www.elearningscpd.com/portal/?page_id=132
http://www.elearningscpd.com/portal/?page_id=132
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South 
Dakota

The South Dakota Department of Education approves all 
courses offered through the South Dakota Virtual School.1 
Students from South Dakota also have a fully online option 
through Black Hills Online Learning Community—with ap-
proval from their district.2

South Dakota does not currently have an initial teacher licen-
sure or endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital 
learning.

COLSD reviewers were unable to find professional develop-
ment resources that included online, blended, and digital 
learning and students with disabilities.

1. South Dakota Virtual School. https://sdvs.k12.sd.us/ (Retrieved August 
20, 2015)
2. K12: All Participating Schools in South Dakota. http://www.k12.com/
participating-schools.html?state=south-dakota (Retrieved August 20, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

https://sdvs.k12.sd.us/
http://www.k12.com/participating-schools.html?state=south-dakota
http://www.k12.com/participating-schools.html?state=south-dakota
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Tennessee does not have a state sponsored virtual school but 
does have several fully online options for students.1 The state 
has an office of personalized learning that works to develop 
and strengthen online, blended, and digital learning models in 
school districts throughout the state.2

Tennessee does not currently have an initial teacher licensure 
or endorsement in online, blended, or digital learning.

The Tennessee Department of Education provides professional 
development opportunities through PBS Learning Media.3 The 
PBS modules are built for Tennessee teachers and include the 
following topics: 

Will Online Courses Replace Classrooms? 
Be Kind Online 
Online Chat Begins at Home 
Teaching and Learning in the Digital Age4

1. Tennessee Virtual Academy. http://tnva.k12.com/ (Retrieved August 20, 
2015)
2. Office of Personalized Learning, Tennessee Department of Education. 
http://tn.gov/education/topic/personalized-learning (Retrived August 20, 
2015)
3. PBS Learning Media. http://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=on-
line+learning&selected_facets= (Retrieved August 20, 2015)
4.  PBS Learning Media. http://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=on-
line+learning&selected_facets= (Retrieved August 20, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

TennesseePolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://tnva.k12.com/
http://tn.gov/education/topic/personalized-learning
http://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=online+learning&selected_facets=
http://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=online+learning&selected_facets=
http://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=online+learning&selected_facets=
http://tn.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=online+learning&selected_facets=
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Texas
Texas offers fully online options through the Texas Virtual 
School Network (TxVSN). This state-sponsored entity is under 
the leadership of the commissioner of education and approves 
all TxVSN courses, professional development for online teach-
ers, and has fiscal responsibility for the network.1

 
“Prior to teaching a course through the Texas Virtual School 
Network (TxVSN), online teachers must be:
Texas certified in the course subject area and grade level 
taught, and have successfully completed approved profession-
al development.”2

Teachers also may be required to complete an approved 
professional development course. Approved courses listed 
include: Beginning Online Teachers and Beginning and Experi-
enced Online Teachers, both of which are offered by a number 
of providers.3 Additional professional development includes 
topics that support ways to make online courses accessible to 
students with disabilities. Course topics include Legal Reasons 
to Support Accessibility, Basic Web Design Techniques, and 
Video Captioning.
 

1. Texas Education Agency: Texas Virtual School Network. http://tea.texas.
gov/index2.aspx?id=4840&menu_id=2147483665 (Retrieved August 23, 
2015)
2. Texas Education Agency: Online Teaching & Eligibility Requirements. 
http://txvsn.org/providers/online-teaching-eligibility-reqs/ (Retrieved 
August 23, 2015)
3. Texas Education Agency: Professional Development.  http://txvsn.org/
professional-development/ (Retrieved August 23, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=4840&menu_id=2147483665
http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=4840&menu_id=2147483665
http://tea.texas.gov/index2.aspx?id=4840&menu_id=2147483665
http://txvsn.org/providers/online-teaching-eligibility-reqs/
http://txvsn.org/professional-development/
http://txvsn.org/professional-development/
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Utah
Utah has a state virtual school (the Utah Electronic High 
School), four statewide fully online charter schools, and many 
districts offering online courses via the Statewide Online 
Education Program (SOEP), which is among the first and best-
known course choice programs in the country.1

Electronic High School for Utah provides supplemental 
courses at no cost to students and offers open-entry/open-ex-
it classes.2 Teachers for the Electronic High School must be 
licensed by Utah and online teaching experience is preferred 
but not required. Teachers  can work no more than part time 
for other schools.3 Utah does not currently require licensure or 
endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital learning 
in order to teach an online course. 

Utah provides professional development through the Utah 
Professional Development Network (UPDN). The UPDN site 
provides teachers with materials, video-based coaching, webi-
nars and other forms of professional development.4 Although 
COLSD reviewers were unable to find professional develop-
ment  for teachers working in digital learning environments, a 
page within the site provides resources and learning opportu-
nities  in Universal Design for Learning (UDL). The UDL models 
provide teachers working in all learning environments with 
principles that can increase access and support to students 
with disabilities.5 

1. Keeping Pace: Utah. http://www.kpk12.com/states/utah/ (Retrieved 
August 20, 2015)
2. Utah State Office of Education: Electronic High School. http://www.
schools.utah.gov/edonline/Electronic-High-School-%28EHS%29.aspx 
(Retrieved August 20, 2015)
3. Utah State Office of Education: Electronic High School. http://www.
schools.utah.gov/edonline/Electronic-High-School-%28EHS%29.aspx 
(Retrieved August 20, 2015)
4. Utah Professional Development Network. http://www.updnetwork.org/
cms/index.php (Retrieved August 20, 2015)
5. Utah Professional Development Network: UDL. http://www.updnetwork.
org/cms/index.php/resources-by-topic/universal-design-for-learning-udl 
(Retrieved August 20, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.kpk12.com/states/utah/
http://www.schools.utah.gov/edonline/Electronic-High-School-%28EHS%29.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/edonline/Electronic-High-School-%28EHS%29.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/edonline/Electronic-High-School-%28EHS%29.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/edonline/Electronic-High-School-%28EHS%29.aspx
http://www.updnetwork.org/cms/index.php
http://www.updnetwork.org/cms/index.php
http://www.updnetwork.org/cms/index.php/resources-by-topic/universal-design-for-learning-udl
http://www.updnetwork.org/cms/index.php/resources-by-topic/universal-design-for-learning-udl
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Vermont
The Vermont Virtual Learning Cooperative (VTVLC) is a state 
sponsored entity that facilitates online courses for students.1 
VTVLC offers a full time enrollment option for Vermont high 
school students.2

Vermont requires online teachers to obtain the Online Teach-
ing Specialist (OTS) endorsement in order to be considered 
qualified to teach online courses.3 

VTVLC offers professional development through the Intel® 
Teach Program. Training for Vermont teachers includes topics 
that “engage students with digital learning, including digital 
content, Web 2.0, social networking, and online tools and re-
sources.”4 COLSD reviewers were unable to locate professional 
development in digital learning and students with disabilities. 

1.Vermont Virtual Learning Cooperative.  http://www.vtvlc.org/ (Retrieved 
August 20, 2015)
2. Vermont Virtual Learning Cooperative: Full-Flex Pathway. http://www.
vtvlc.org/full-flex/ (Retrieved August 20, 2015)
3. Vermont Virtual Learning Cooperative: Online & Blended Learning 
Conference 2015. http://pd.vtvlc.org/ 
4. http://pd.vtvlc.org/intel-teach-affiliate/ (Retrieved August 20, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.vtvlc.org/
http://www.vtvlc.org/full-flex/
http://www.vtvlc.org/full-flex/
http://pd.vtvlc.org/
http://pd.vtvlc.org/intel-teach-affiliate/
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Virtual Virginia (VVa) is a program of the Virginia Department 
of Education and offers online courses targeted at world 
languages, core academics, elective courses, and advanced 
placement classes.1 Virginia has additional online options 
(both full- and part-time) offered through online education 
vendors such as K12.2

Virginia does not currently have an initial teaching licensure 
and/or endorsement in the area of online, blended, or digital 
learning.

The Virginia Department of Education website provides train-
ings for teachers in online learning environments. Training 
courses include: Planning and Implementing Online Courses 
for Students, Online Course Design, Teaching Students in 
Online Courses , Teaching Students in Blended Classrooms, Ad-
vanced Online Teaching Skills and Techniques, and Mentoring 
Virtual School Students.3  

COLSD reviewers were unable to locate trainings for online, 
blended, and digital learning and students with disabilities.

1. Virtual Virginia. http://www.virtualvirginia.org/aboutus/index.html 
(Retrieved August 14, 2015)
2. K12: All Participating Schools in Virginia. http://www.k12.com/partici-
pating-schools.html?state=virginia (Retrieved August 14, 2015)
3. Virginia Department of Education: Professional Development. http://
www.doe.virginia.gov/support/technology/professional_dev/online_teach-
ers.shtml (Retrieved August 14, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

VirginiaPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear*

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.virtualvirginia.org/aboutus/index.html
http://www.k12.com/participating-schools.html?state=virginia
http://www.k12.com/participating-schools.html?state=virginia
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/technology/professional_dev/online_teachers.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/technology/professional_dev/online_teachers.shtml
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/technology/professional_dev/online_teachers.shtml
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Washington has several full and part time online learning 
options.1 The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s 
(OSPI) Digital Learning Department (DLD) is a state-led initia-
tive that approves providers and also offers online courses to 
districts.2

Washington does not currently have an initial licensure or 
endorsement for online, blended, or digital learning.

The Digital Learning Department of the Washington Depart-
ment of Education posts professional development opportuni-
ties and assistance for teachers.

The Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction provides 
professional development opportunities in collaboration with 
several stakeholders—including Microsoft—that include top-
ics such as Digital Information Literacy, Digital Tools for Person-
alized and Blended Learning, 21st Century Teacher Toolbox, 
and Don’t Panic: Managing Devices in the Classroom.3  There 
are also several links to Open Educational Resources (OER) 
that teachers can take advantage of that include OER quality 
rubrics, reading and video materials, and webinars related to 
the use and advantages of OER.4 In addition, approved subject 
matter materials such as Algebra and English are available.5

1. Keeping Pace (Washington).  http://www.kpk12.com/states/washing-
ton/ (Retrieved September 2, 2015)
2. Digital Learning Department: Online and Alternative Learning (State of 
Washington). http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/ (Retrieved September 2, 
2015)
3. https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IvDSeX1maCwlSKLJGMYac-
BrYUbSbSXds5SV-cp_Wb_M/edit 
4. Digital Learning Department: OER Resources (State of Washington). 
http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/resources.php (Retrieved September 
2, 2015)
5. Digital Learning Department: OER Library (State of Washington). http://
digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/library/resources/27 (Retrieved September 
2, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Washington Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.kpk12.com/states/washington/
http://www.kpk12.com/states/washington/
http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IvDSeX1maCwlSKLJGMYacBrYUbSbSXds5SV-cp_Wb_M/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IvDSeX1maCwlSKLJGMYacBrYUbSbSXds5SV-cp_Wb_M/edit
http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/resources.php
http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/library/resources/27
http://digitallearning.k12.wa.us/oer/library/resources/27
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West
Virginia

The West Virginia Virtual School (WVVS) provides online 
courses in order to provide additional course options for West 
Virginia students.1 WVVS is supported by the West Virginia De-
partment of Education and offers approximately 270 different 
courses.2

West Virginia does not currently offer an initial teacher licen-
sure and/or endorsement in the area of online, blended, or 
digital learning. However, the West Virginia Department of 
Education provides a number of professional development 
opportunities that include: 

21st Century Instruction with Project Based Learning 
Designing a Virtual Field Trip 
Developing and Implementing WebQuests 
Digital Story -Telling3

There are also courses for teachers on how to design blended 
learning courses and collaborate in the digital classroom.4  
Center reviewers did not locate professional development 
and/or technical assistance initiatives in online, blended, or 
digital learning and students with disabilities. 

1. West Virginia Department of Education: West Virginia Virtual School. 
http://virtualschool.k12.wv.us/vschool/index.html (Retrieved August 20, 
2015).
2. Keeping Pace (West Virginia) http://www.kpk12.com/states/west-vir-
ginia/ (Retrieved August 20, 2015).
3. West Virginia Department of Education: e-Learning for Educators. 
http://wvde.state.wv.us/elearning/catalog.php (Retrieved August 20, 
2015).
4. West Virginia Department of Education: e-Learning for Educators. 
http://wvde.state.wv.us/elearning/catalog.php (Retrieved August 20, 
2015).* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence*

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence*

http://virtualschool.k12.wv.us/vschool/index.html
 http://www.kpk12.com/states/west-virginia/ 
 http://www.kpk12.com/states/west-virginia/ 
http://wvde.state.wv.us/elearning/catalog.php
http://wvde.state.wv.us/elearning/catalog.php
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Wisconsin has 32 fully online charter schools and three schools 
proposed for academic year 2015-2016.1 Wisconsin Virtual 
School (WVS) is Wisconsin’s state sponsored school that pro-
vides supplemental online courses to middle and high school 
students.2 In addition, the Wisconsin eSchool Network part-
ners with districts to give access to digital learning resources 
and best practices guidance for online and digital instruction 
among other services.3 These two entities, in conjunction with 
the Department of Public Instruction, make up the Wisconsin 
Digital Learning Collaborative which works on behalf of more 
than 230 districts to provide support and guidance.4

Wisconsin does not currently have an initial teacher licensure 
or endorsement for online, blended, or digital learning.

The Wisconsin eSchool Network provides professional devel-
opment options in online learning, including the following 
topics: 

Teaching in an Online Learning Model
Teaching in a Blended Learning Model Online
Facilitation: Taming the World of Online Learning
Advanced Strategies for Online or Blended Instruction
Teaching Strategies in a Digital Environment5

1. Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction Virtual Charter Schools 
2014-2015.  
http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/pdf/cs_2015_Virtu-
alSchs.pdf (Retrieved September 2, 2015).
2. Wisconsin Virtual School. http://www.wisconsinvirtualschool.org/ 
(Retrieved September 2, 2015)
3. Wisconsin eSchool Network. http://www.wisconsineschool.org/why-
wen/about-wen/ (Retrieved September 2, 2015)
4. Wisconsin Virtual School: Wisconsin Digital Learning Collaborative. 
http://www.wisconsinvirtualschool.org/wdlchome.cfm (Retrieved Septem-
ber 2, 2015)
5. Wisconsin eSchool Network: Training & Professional Development. 
http://www.wisconsineschool.org/resources/professional-learning/ (Re-
trieved September 2, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Wisconsin Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Unclear

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Unclear

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Unclear*

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Unclear

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/pdf/cs_2015_VirtualSchs.pdf
http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sites/default/files/imce/sms/pdf/cs_2015_VirtualSchs.pdf
http://www.wisconsinvirtualschool.org/
http://www.wisconsineschool.org/why-wen/about-wen/
http://www.wisconsineschool.org/why-wen/about-wen/
http://www.wisconsinvirtualschool.org/wdlchome.cfm
http://www.wisconsineschool.org/resources/professional-learning/
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Wyoming provides virtual learning support and guidance to 
the state through the Wyoming Switchboard Network (WSN).1 
The WSN approves distance education providers and lists 
partnering providers on the network. Wyoming does not have 
a state virtual school. 

Wyoming does not have an initial teacher license or endorse-
ment for online, blended, or digital learning.

COLSD reviewers were able to locate one professional devel-
opment course in the area of blended learning on the Wyo-
ming Department of Education website: Blended and Bal-
anced Instruction: A Starter Toolkit to Embed Direct Instruction 
Performance Tasks with Authentic Projects.2 However, COLSD 
reviewers were unable to find any other trainings pertaining to 
online, blended, or digital learning and students with disabili-
ties.

1. Wyoming Department of Education: Distance Learning Providers.
http://edu.wyoming.gov/in-the-classroom/technology/distance-ed/wyo-
ming-switchboard-network/  (Retrieved July 27, 2015) 
2. Wyoming Department of Education: Professional Development Opportu-
nities.http://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/pd/  (Retrieved July 27, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

WyomingPolicy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Unclear

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://edu.wyoming.gov/in-the-classroom/technology/distance-ed/wyoming-switchboard-network/
http://edu.wyoming.gov/in-the-classroom/technology/distance-ed/wyoming-switchboard-network/
http://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/pd/
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District of
Columbia
There is one fully online school in the District of Columbia for 
elementary students, CAPCS, which is powered by K12.1 There 
are no state sponsored virtual schools.2 

The District of Columbia does not require teachers to have 
additional licensure to teach in online, blended, or digital 
learning environments.3

The District of Columbia Public Schools stated that they have 
increased spending on professional development opportu-
nities, but COLSD was unable to locate specific examples of 
professional development on the District of Columbia Public 
Schools website. 

“Our primary method of teacher support is through job-em-
bedded professional development, which is one of the six 
elements of the Effective Schools Framework. To support our 
teachers, DCPS has 150 school-based Instructional Coaches, 
a position we added in the 2008-2009 school year. As integral 
members of school teams, coaches work to support teachers 
with planning, delivery and using student level data to inform 
instructional decisions to continuously improve teacher effec-
tiveness. Coaches are non-evaluative. In addition to utilizing 
Instructional Coaches for job-embedded professional devel-
opment, we also offer support to schools through a variety of 
other means, including workshops and training modules. Fi-
nally, we offer induction and mentoring to support the unique 
needs of our beginning teachers.” 4

1. CPACS Online Academy of Washington, D.C. http://capcs.org/our_
campuses/online_academy.php (Retrieved July 15, 2015).
2. Keeping Pace Washington, D.C. http://www.kpk12.com/states/wash-
ington-dc/ (Retrieved July 15, 2015).
3. District of Columbia Educator Licensure and Accreditation, November 
2014.
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attach-
ments/Educator%20Testing%20Flyer_11%202014_0.pdf (Retrieved July 
15, 2015).
4. District of Columbia Public Schools Professional Development http://
dcps.dc.gov/page/teacher-professional-development (Retrieved July 15, 
2015). * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Unclear

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Yes with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://dcps.dc.gov/node/979682
http://dcps.dc.gov/node/979682
http://capcs.org/our_campuses/online_academy.php
http://capcs.org/our_campuses/online_academy.php
http://www.kpk12.com/states/washington-dc/
http://www.kpk12.com/states/washington-dc/
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/Educator%20Testing%20Flyer_11%202014_0.pdf
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/Educator%20Testing%20Flyer_11%202014_0.pdf
http://dcps.dc.gov/page/teacher-professional-development
http://dcps.dc.gov/page/teacher-professional-development
http://dcps.dc.gov/page/teacher-professional-development
http://dcps.dc.gov/page/teacher-professional-development
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No fully online schools or state sponsored virtual schools were 
found in American Samoa.

There was nothing found on additional licensure or endorse-
ments for teachers in online, digital, or blended learning 
settings.1

There are no professional development opportunities posted 
online.2

1. American Samoa Department of Education Teacher Quality http://www.
doe.as/District/Department/27-TEACHER-QUALITY/2857-Untitled.
html (Retrieved July 20, 2015)
2. American Samoa Department of Informational Technology Division 
http://www.doe.as/District/Department/18-Information-Technology-Di-
vision/Portal/Professional-Development (Retrieved July 20, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

American
Samoa

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

http://www.doe.as/District/Department/27-TEACHER-QUALITY/2857-Untitled.html
http://www.doe.as/District/Department/27-TEACHER-QUALITY/2857-Untitled.html
http://www.doe.as/District/Department/27-TEACHER-QUALITY/2857-Untitled.html
http://www.doe.as/District/Department/18-Information-Technology-Division/Portal/Professional-Development
http://www.doe.as/District/Department/18-Information-Technology-Division/Portal/Professional-Development
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Guam
After a search of the Guam Department of Education’s website, 
COLSD reviewers were unable to locate evidence of online, 
blended, or digital learning. Staff also reviewed teacher certifi-
cation requirements and found no indication of an initial certi-
fication or endorsement in online, blended, digital learning.

Only one professional development course, which was unrelat-
ed to digital learning, was listed on the Guam Department of 
Education’s website. The University of Guam also had profes-
sional development for teachers listed, but the content did not 
include working with technology in the classroom.

* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

Nothing 
Found
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N. Mariana
Islands
COLSD was unable to locate any fully online schools in the 
Northern Mariana Islands, but there was mention of the 
Instructional Technology Program that was formed to increase 
technology in the Public School System.1

There are no additional requirements for teacher licensure or 
endorsements in online, learning, or digital learning environ-
ments.2 

No professional development opportunities were found on 
the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands Depart-
ment of Education website.3

1. Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands https://www.cnmipss.
org/online-courses/ (Retrieved July 16, 2015)
2. CNMI State Board of Education: Certification and Licensure Office 
https://www.cnmipss.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Teachers-Certi-
fication-Brochure-9.24a.pdf?701305 (Retrieved July 16, 2015)
3. Northern Mariana Island, 2011 Summer Professional Development 
https://www.cnmipss.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Updat-
ed-2011-Summer-PD-Schedule.pdf?90a493 (Retrieved July 16, 2015)* - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

No with 
Evidence

https://www.cnmipss.org/online-courses/
https://www.cnmipss.org/online-courses/
https://www.cnmipss.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Teachers-Certification-Brochure-9.24a.pdf?701305
https://www.cnmipss.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/Teachers-Certification-Brochure-9.24a.pdf?701305
https://www.cnmipss.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Updated-2011-Summer-PD-Schedule.pdf?90a493
https://www.cnmipss.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Updated-2011-Summer-PD-Schedule.pdf?90a493
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U.S. Virgin
Islands
Limited school-sponsored online learning activity occurs 
in the U.S. Virgin Islands. COLSD reviewers were unable to 
confirm that online learning opportunities were available for 
U.S. Virgin Island students, based on a search of the depart-
ment of education’s website. However, the U.S. Virgin Islands’ 
Department of Education made the integration of technology 
in K-12 classrooms a priority in 2013. A two-year technology 
plan was drafted to address the growing need for technology 
skills and preparation for teachers. Currently, the professional 
development website is under construction, but a commit-
ment to train teachers is clear in the statement provided by 
the technology plan:

“Provide school personnel (administrators, teachers etc) with 
sustained professional development in the use of technology 
to enhance teaching and learning in a measurable and cost-ef-
fective way.”1

1. Virgin Islands Department of Education: Two Year Technology Plan, 
2013-2015. http://www.vide.vi/data/userfiles/file/VIDE_Technolo-
gy_Plan%20_2013-2015.pdf (Retrieved August 24, 2015) * - State officials disagree with the Center’s findings on this question.

Policy Questions Results
Does the state have documentation 
that provides a review of the IEP 
needs for students with disabilities 
prior to enrollment in fully online, 
blended, or digital learning experi-
ence?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state’s IEP guidance or 
related documentation include 
discussion of online learning for 
students with  
disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state provide examples 
of appropriate accommodations in 
an online learning environment for 
SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have suggested 
procedures or guidance for identify-
ing online learners that may qualify 
for disability services (including 
special education or Section 504 
accommodations)?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state application or policy 
for a potential online provider of 
service reference regulations for 
serving SWDs?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have policy or guid-
ance that articulates what entity 
bears the responsibility of providing 
for disabilities services (e.g., IDEA 
and 504) for SWDs enrolled in online 
courses?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have monitoring 
procedures in order to ensure that 
online schools and programs are in 
alignment with IDEA?

No with 
Evidence

Does the state have guidance, doc-
umentation, regulation, or statutes 
that ensures online courses are ac-
cessible to and open to enrollment 
by students with disabilities?

Nothing 
Found

Does the state have guidance, 
documentation, or provisions for 
parents of SWDs in online courses 
to collaborate in the education of 
their children beyond participating 
in their child’s IEP meetings?

Nothing 
Found

http://www.vide.vi/data/userfiles/file/VIDE_Technology_Plan%20_2013-2015.pdf
http://www.vide.vi/data/userfiles/file/VIDE_Technology_Plan%20_2013-2015.pdf
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